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Enferofoxemias

Clostridium perfringens is a gram-positive spore-
forming anaerobic bacteria that is normally found in the
intestines of animals and people. It is widely distributed

in the environment. Five genotypes of Clostridium
perfringens exist, named A-E, and all genotypes
produce potent exotoxins under certain conditions.

Uncommon, but can cause enterotoxemia known as
yellow lamb disease. A similar condition has been
reported in goats.

Infections with type B cause disease in the first few days,
called lamb dysentery. The primary sign is sudden death.
Chronic disease in older lambs causes chronic abdominal
pain without diarrhea. Type B is also associated with
hemorrhagic enteritis in goats.

Newborns are most susceptible to type C. It resembles lamb
dysentery. In adult sheep, the disease is called “struck.”
Protection is via colostral immunity from vaccinated dams.

Most common. Causes “classic” enterotoxemia (overeating
disease) in older lambs/kids up to 10 months of age.
Prevention is via good management and feeding practices.
Protect against losses by vaccinating lambs/kids.

E Uncommon cause of enterotoxemia in lambs and goats.

Clostridium perfringins is susceptible to many
antibiotics including penicillin and tetracyclines.
Antiserums may also be useful, especially in the
event of an outbreak. Unfortunately, freatment is
often unrewarding. Vaccination (CDT) is usually
the best option.

Clostridium
perfringins is the
second or third
cause of reported
foodborne disease
outbreaks.
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Learn more at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC172891/pdf/090216.pdf
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