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Can I feed GMO feed to my sheep and/or goats?

0 – 2 % GMO
• Barley
• Oats
• Rye
• Sorghum
• Wheat

A GMO or Genetically Modified Organism is an organism whose genetic material has 
been altered using genetic engineering techniques. It involves modifying an 
organism’s DNA in a way that wouldn’t occur naturally through traditional breeding. It 
involves adding, deleting, or modifying  specific genes within the organism’s genome. 
Genetic mutations, which can happen naturally, can also change an organism’s DNA 
(for good or bad). The applications of GMOs are far reaching, especially in agriculture 
and medicine. You have to decide for yourself what you think of them. 

GMO feeds are animal feeds that have been 
produced by crops that have had their DNA altered 
through genetic engineering. Extensive research 
indicates that animals consuming GMO feed(s) do 
not experience any adverse effects. There is no 
nutritional difference between GMO and non-GMO 
feed or in the nutritional composition of the animal 
products. The DNA from the feed does not transfer 
into the animal’s meat or milk.

GMOs are engineered to produce higher yields of 
crops, which means more food can be grown on the 
same amount of land. Many GMOs are engineered to 
be resistant to certain pests, thereby reducing the 
need to spray large amounts of pesticides. GMO 
technology can create plants that are more resistant 
to drought and disease. Nutritional value of food 
can be increased with GMO technology. 

Roundup Ready® crops have had a gene inserted into 
their genome which produces an enzyme that makes the 
plants resistant to glyphosate, the active ingredient in 
Roundup®. Glyphosate is preferable to other herbicides. 
There are numerous agronomic and environmental 
benefits to Roundup Ready® crops

Concern about the safety (environmental and 
human health) of GMOs is global. Most of it is a 
result of fear and public distrust, as many people 
don’t even know what GMOs are. Some countries 
have banned GMOs due to public perceptions. 
GMOs are often used as 
trade barriers.
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G M O S  A R E  S U B J E C T  T O  R I G O R O U S  S A F E T Y  A S S E S S M E N T S  B E F O R E  A P P R O V A L .
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