NIGERIAN DWARF o

The Nigerian Dwarf is one of two US goat breeds to have evolved from West
African Dwarf goats likely brought to the US as zoo animals or food for large
predators. While the Pygmy goat is short-legged and heavy bodied, the
Nigerian is more angular and refined: meat vs. dairy. The small size of the
Nigerian Dwarf makes it ideal for small farms and homestead dairying. The
breed is also popular for pets and show. Half of the goats now registered by
the American Dairy Goat Association (ADGA) are Nigerian Dwarf.

Nigerian Dwarfs are
a miniature breed of
dairy goat. Does
typically stand 17 to
19 inches tall, while
bucks are slightly
taller, 19 to 20
inches. Ideal weight
is 75 Ibs. (34 kg).

Nigerian Dwarf
goats are a
precocious breed,
that reach puberty
at an early age.

They are prolific
breeders and can kid
most any time of the
year.

Kids typically weigh

2 to 3 |bs. at birth. Nigerian Dwarf does produce
Nigerian Dwarf bucks have been Most Nigerian Dwarf milk with the highest
crossed with does of other breeds kids are born with butterfat, 6 to 10 percent,
to create mid-sized breeds such horns. Many are making their milk ideal for
as Mini Nubians, Alpines, and later disbudded. creating high-quality cheeses,
Saanens. The Nigora is a cross There are also polled yogurt, and ice cream. Milk
between the Nigerian Dwarf and genetics within the production of the Nigerian is
Angora. breed. high relative to its size.

Nigerian Dwarfs
have short, fine hair
that comesin a
variety of color
patterns. Ears are
medium and stand
upright.
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