
Toxoplasmosis
Toxoplasma gondii is one of the most common causes of 
reproductive loss in sheep and especially goats. It is a protozoal 
organism (parasite) whose infective oocysts are shed in the 
feces of infected cats, which are the definitive host. Sheep/goats 
become infected by ingesting oocysts in contaminated feed or 
soil. Abortion and neonatal mortality occur if females are first 
infected during early to mid-pregnancy. 

The best prevention is to safeguard feed 

supplies from cat feces, especially grain 

and mineral mixes that cats may use to 

defecate in, and to keep mangers clean 

by emptying them regularly. When 

abortions caused by toxoplasmosis are 

diagnosed, emphasis should be put on 

proper disposal of fetuses and placentas 

and wearing of protective gloves.

Once infected, females are immune, so running unbred 
females with aborting ones may allow them to develop 

immunity. A successful prevention/treatment of 
toxoplasmosis may be achieved by adding 

cocciodiostats such as decoquinate (Deccox®) or 
lasalocid (Bovatec®) to the diets of sheep and goats. 

To confirm the diagnosis of toxoplasmosis both the 
fetus and the placenta should be submitted to a 

diagnostic laboratory. Consult with your vet if you 
suspect toxoplasmosis in your flock/herd.

Toxoplasmosis is a zoonotic
disease, meaning it is  

transmissible to people. It can 
cause miscarriage in women so 

pregnant women should take 
extreme caution at lambing or 

kidding time. It can also be 
transmitted via undercooked 
meat or unpasteurized milk.
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You don’t need to 
get rid of your farm 
cats. Just maintain 
a healthy adult 
population and 
spay and neuter 
them. Don’t take in 
strays.

Cats only shed the 
organism for a short 
time, mostly when they 
are young (kittens).
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