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The American Dairy Goat Association (ADGA) registers nine breeds of dairy goats: Alpine, 

Guernsey, LaMancha, Nigerian Dwarf, Nubian, Oberhasli, Saanen, Sable, and Toggenburg.

LaMancha 
The LaMancha is an American breed 

of dairy goat. It is known for its 

short, gopher-like ears. LaManchas 

adapt well to different environments 

and climates. Their milk usually 

contains a higher amount of butter 

fat than the Alpine and Swiss 

breeds. They can be any color.

Nigerian Dwarf 
The Nigerian Dwarf is the only 

miniature dairy goat breed registered 

by the American Dairy Goat Association. 

The breed is of West African origin and 

comes in many colors. Nigerian Dwarf does 

produce a surprising amount of milk for their 

size, with a significantly higher butterfat 

content than other breeds. 

They breed year-round.  Nubian 

British in origin, Nubians are very popular. 

Considered dual-purpose, they are not heavy 

milk producers but have a high average 

butter fat content, making their milk ideal for 

cheese-making. The breeding season of the 

Nubian is much longer than that of the Swiss 

breeds, enabling more year-round milk 

production. The solid or multi-colored breed 

is characterized by its Roman nose and large, 

droopy ears. 

 Swiss breeds
Oberhasli, Saanen, Sable, and Toggenburg are the four dairy goat 

breeds that originated in Switzerland, The all-white Saanen is 

widely recognized as the heaviest milking goat in the world. It 

forms the foundation of most large-scale commercial dairy herds. 

The Sable is derived from the Saanen and essentially a Sannen 

that is not white. The Toggenburg is one of the oldest dairy goat 

breeds. It has a distinctive brown and white color pattern, with 

white legs, white stripes on its face, and a white triangle on either 

side of its tail. The less common Oberhasli is known for 

its chamois color coat.

Alpine 
Alpine goats originated in the French Alps. They are one of 

the top producing breeds, along with Saanen and Toggenburg. They 

have a straight profile, erect ears, and no set colors or markings. 

The Guernsey is a rare breed that was derived from the 

Golden Guernsey breed from the island of Guernsey in the English 

Channel. The smaller breed is most suitable for small-scale dairying.
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