
Some lambs/kids are sold at weaning. Dairy kids may be sold soon after birth. Many 
lambs/kids are grown out and finished to heavier weights. The economics will vary by 
farm, and it is important decision every sheep and goat producer must make:  when to 
sell lambs/kids (and at what weight).
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There are different ways to grow and finish lambs/kids. No method is better than another. There 
are pros and cons associated with different feedstuffs and feeding systems. The method is 
usually affected by geographic location, type of production system, marketing options, and cost 
and availability of pasture and/or other feedstuffs. Lambs/kids born in the winter months are 
often creep-fed and finished on concentrate diets, whereas lambs/kids born later in the season 
(spring) are often placed on pasture (or range) with their dams for pasture rearing. Many farms 
utilize both pasture and harvested feedstuffs for their lambs/kids.

CONFINEMENT FEEDING (USUALLY GRAIN) PASTURE FINISHING (MOSTLY FORAGE)

Pros
• Higher gains and quicker to market
• Usually bring higher prices at market
• Can save pasture for more ewes/does
• Worms not usually a problem
• Minimal risk of predators
• Can leave males intact
• Milder flavored meat preferred by some markets

Pros
• More natural diet and environment
• Usually more economical gains
• Leaner, more healthful carcasses
• Grassfed is preferred by some markets

Cons
• Gains are usually more costly.
• Greater risk of metabolic disorders.
• Accumulation of manure
• Investment in equipment and facilities

Cons
• Parasites are often a limiting factor
• Variability in nutrition (pasture quality/quantity)
• Predator risk
• Weather impacts
• Usually need to castrate males
• More pasture needed for enterprise

Other considerations
• Important to vaccinate for enterotoxemia
• Advantages to whole grain diets
• Can feed forage-based diets instead of grain
• Pros and cons of limit vs. self-feeding
• Should supplement diets with long stem forage
• Need to pick the right genetics for concentrate feeding

Other considerations
• Rotationally graze for health and productivity
• Need for shelter/shade in each paddock
• Access to water in/from each paddock
• Supplement or self-feed to improve gains and health
• Pick the right genetics for pasture rearing
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