MENINGEAL WORM

The meningeal worm (Zarelaphostrongylus fenui) is a parasite of white tail deer. It rarely
causes disease or any health issues in deer. However, when it infects an abnormal host, such
as a sheep or qoat (or camelid), the parasite crosses the blood-brain barrier and beqins
causing neurological symptoms that can be fatal. Sheep and goats become infected when
they eat fresh forage that is either contaminated with infected snails or slugs or with their
infected slime trail. The meningeal worm is also called the deer or brain worm.
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The meningeal worm has an indirect
life cycle. Land snails or slugs
serve as the intermediate host.
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