for sheep
and goat
producers

RECORD KEEPING

Record keeping is an
important aspect of sheep
and goat production. There
are many reasons to keep
records and many types of
records to keep. Good
records facilitate good
decision-making. Without
records, you don’t know if
you’re making a profit or
keeping the right animals
in your flock/herd.

The “shoebox” is
the traditional
method of farm
record keeping.
Many producers
still use pencil and
paper to keep
records.
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Nowadays, many records are kept
digitally using spreadsheets, software
packages, and/or mobile apps.

Ways to keep records
Shoebox
Folders
Pen and paper
Ledger book
Pocket notebook
Binder
Journal
Spreadsheets
Mobile app
Software package
Out-sourcing

Numerous apps and software
packages are available for
flock/herd record keeping and
financial accounting.

Animal record

keeping starts

with individual

animal identification
(ID) usually, ear tags or

Types of records to keep

Animal ID

Health

Movement of animals
Production
Performance

Feed records
Inventories
Financial

Labor

Taxes

Compliance (legal)

tattoos; increasingly,
electronic tags or
microchips RFID).
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