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Disbudding kid goats
Disbudding is one of the least favorite jobs on some goat farms. It is the removal of horn buds 
in young kids. It is commonly done with dairy goats, sometimes with meat goats, rarely with 
fiber goats. The primary reason for disbudding is to prevent injury -- to goats, other animals, 
and handlers. If goats are not housed or handled much, there’s usually no reason to disbud 
them. Horns serve many purposes, including dissipating heat, protecting goats from predators 
and other dangers, determining hierarchy, and communication.

The ideal age for disbudding varies by breed and sex but is usually no later than 14 days. Once 
kids are born, their heads should be checked daily for horn bud development. Once a raised 
area has developed on the top of the head, disbudding should be performed. If the horn buds 
are too large or are starting to erupt through the skin, it can be too late to properly disbud the 
goat. Dehorning is removing horns that have already grown. It is far riskier and more 
traumatic. It should be avoided as much as possible.

H o w  t o  p r o p e r l y  d i s b u d  
1) Provide protection against tetanus
2) Properly restrain kid or put it in a disbudding box
3) Administer pain relief, if possible
4) Clip the hair around the horn buds
5) Preheat the iron. It should be red when ready. Don’t 

use an extension cord.
6) Place the disbudding iron over the horn bud for a few 

seconds at a time; repeat if you don’t get a copper ring.
7) Repeat with the other horn bud.
8) Don’t apply anything to the wounds.
9) After disbudding put the kid back in with its 

mother or give it a bottle (if it’s being bottle-fed).
10) The scabs will fall off on their own.

The recommended method of 
disbudding is a hot iron (with a 
proper, undamaged “kid” tip). Disbudding box

Disbudding is painful. 
Pain mitigation is 

recommended but 
requires veterinary 

oversight.

There is risk of injury to the handler and animal, if disbudding is not done 
correctly. Only properly trained individuals should disbud kid goats. The 

AVMA recommends that only licensed veterinarians disbud goats.
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