Livestock Guardians

for sheep and goat farms

Predation is one of the biggest risks associated with sheep
and goat raising. While there are numerous strategies for
controlling predators, livestock guardians are being used
increasingly. Dogs, llamas, and donkeys have all been used
successfully (some not); each having pros and cons.

Dogs are the most common and usually most
effective livestock guardian. While only specific
breeds are suitable, there are many to choose
from. Great Pyrenees are the most popular.
Guardian dogs are nurturing and bond with the
flock/herd, providing protection against a
variety of predators. Dogs are suitable for larger,
rougher pastures. Potential problems include
wandering, excessive barking and aggressiveness
towards the stock. Dogs are also the costliest
guarding animal.

Llamas are a social animal with a natural
dislike and aggressiveness towards canines.
They are long-lived, easy to manage, and less
costly to feed. They are most effective on
small pastures. Sometimes llamas can be too
aggressive and interfere with breeding.
Depending on the predator, alpacas may offer

some protection.

Donkeys

Donkeys hate canines
and will attack them.
They are low maintenance and have a long
life. They don’t roam, dig, or bark. However,
they can be noisy and are less effective for
large flocks and on big pastures. Donkeys can
be aggressive; only jennies or geldings are
usually suitable. Miniature donkeys are likely
less effective. Coccidiostats, especially
Rumensin®, can be toxic to donkeys (equines).
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