
By Susan Schoenia n ,  Sheep & Goat  Special ist  Emeritus,  Unive r sit y  of  Maryland Ex tension.  ©2 0 2 5
F or more information,  go to  www.wormx .in fo.

Periparturient Egg Rise
The periparturient egg rise (PPER) is a well-known 

phenomenon in small ruminants. It is the reduction in 

immunity to parasites (worms + coccidia) around the time of 

lamb/kidding (parturition). It can occur two weeks before 

parturition up to 8 weeks after. The magnitude can vary by 

season, breed, individual, and number of offspring. The 

higher fecal egg counts contribute greatly to the infection of 

pastures which will be grazed by naïve lambs and kids. 

Strategies for managing the PPER
• Selectively deworm ewes/does prior to lambing/kidding.

• Increase protein level of late gestation ration

• Lamb/kid in the winter or fall

• Lamb/kid indoors (zero grazing)

• Feed BioWorma® during the periparturient period

• Raise more resistant breeds

• Select for parasite resistance in your flock/herd.

Deworm the periparturient ewe/doe if . . . 
• Her FAMACHA© score is ≥4 (3 for goats)

• Her body condition score is ≤ 2

• She has 3 or more offspring (2 for goats)

• She’s been through only one grazing season

• She’s a high producing dairy animal

We need to 

protect my 

babies from 

infective 

worm larvae.

It’s no longer 

recommended 

that all 

periparturient 

ewes/does be 

dewormed.  

Instead, selective 

deworming 

is recommended.
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