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Their life 
depends on it.

While the severity of the problem varies by farm/ranch and geographic region, according to USDA, a high 
percentage of sheep and goat deaths can be attributed to predators. For some producers, predator losses 
can be so overwhelming that they decide to liquidate their flocks. Other producers may never experience a 
loss. Regardless of the perceived threat, all producers and owners of sheep and/or goats should implement 
steps to prevent predation, as successful control usually requires a combination of strategies.

Predator control starts with a good 
fence. The best options are multi-
strand high tensile electric fence 
and woven wire with the addition of 
electric wires. Electric netting will 
also deter most predators.

Livestock guardians are being used 
increasingly to protect sheep and goats 
from predators. There are pros and cons 
to each guardian animal:  dogs, llamas, 
and donkeys. Dogs are most popular. 
There are many livestock guardian 
breeds, including ones suited to larger 
more lethal predators. 

Shed lambing/kidding 
and night penning or 

corralling helps to 
reduce predator losses 

since predators are 
most active at night.

Lethal predator control results 
in the death of the predator 

and should be considered the 
last option. Options include 

shooting and trapping.

Sheep/goats lack natural defense mechanisms and are vulnerable to attacks from many different predatory animals including dom estic 
dogs, coyotes, bears, wolves, mountain lions, cougars, foxes, feral hogs, and predatory birds, including eagles, ravens, and vultures. 

Other options 
for predator control include frightening devices, repellents, and 
noise and visual deterrents, such as scarecrows and reflective tape. 
Property hygiene is another important management practice.  Don’t 
provide a food source for predators:  bury, burn, or compost carcasses, afterbirth, and other waste materials.
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