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SHOULD YOU CASTRATE YOUR RAM LAMBS OR BUCK KIDS?

Ram lambs and buck kids grow faster and 
produce leaner carcasses than wether 

lambs. Some markets prefer intact males. 
However, rams and bucks can be 

aggressive, fight, harass females,  and 
cause unwanted pregnancies. If they are 
not sold young, they usually need to be 
separated from females at an early age, 
depending on breed. Bucks develop an 

offensive odor, especially during the 
rutting season. Even rams have an odor.

Wethers are easier to manage and don’t 
need to be separated from females. 
Later weaning is easier. Market lambs 
and kids need to be castrated in order 
to show. Wethers are far more desirable 
as pets and more suitable for prescribed 
grazing. Some markets prefer wethers. 
On the other hand, castration is a 
painful procedure that is not without 
risks.
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AN ALTERNATIVE

Short-scrotum

An alternative is the short-scrotum method of 
“castration.” Short-scrotum is to put the 
testicles up inside the body and band the empty 
scrotum. It is less painful than conventional 
castration. Short-scrotum lambs grow similarly 
as intact males (with leaner carcasses), with a 
low risk of breeding. Fertility is reduced because 
the scrotum lacks the thermoregulation 
necessary to produce sperm. However, short-
scrotums lambs still exhibit male behavior, as 
they still have a source of testosterone. Short-
scrotum lambs are not suitable for all markets, 
and you should always inform the buyer.
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