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Grades of wool
Wool grades are classifications based on the diameter of wool fibers, with finer grades 
having smaller diameters and coarser grades having larger diameters. There are several 
grading systems. The American Blood system was originally based on the proportion of 
Merino blood in the sheep. It now broadly describes fiber diameter. Grades are fine, ½ 
blood, ⅜ blood, ¼ blood, low ¼ blood, common, and braid. The Spinning Count System is 
based on the number of 560-yard hanks of yarn that can be spun from one pound of 
wool top. Higher numbers (e.g., 80s, 70s) indicate finer wool. The micron system is the 
most precise method of grading, as it is the actual measurement of the wool fibers in 
microns. A micron is one millionth of a meter or about 0.000039 inches.
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