Should you raise sheep or goats (or both)?

Similar resources are required to raise sheep and goats, but each has
different foraging behavior. Both are selective grazers, but sheep favor grass
and forbs (non-woody broadleaf plants), whereas goats are browsers,
preferring to nibble on twigs, leaves, shoots, vines, and shrubs. If you have
grass pastures, sheep are usually the best choice, whereas if you have woody
pastures and woodlands, goats are probably the better option. Regardless,
there are pros and cons to raising each species, especially if profit is the goal.

Grazers

Better infrastructure
Easier to manage

Easier to handle

Faster weight gain

(more pounds to sell)
Hardier, more cold tolerant
Higher quality milk

More approved medicines
More research-based info
Mostly naturally polled
More breeds to choose from

Docking (many breeds)
Harder to Al and heat check
More prone to overgrazing
Rams more aggressive
(potentially dangerous)
Shearing (most breeds)

Browsers

Easier to milk

Eat a variety of plants

Miniature breeds to choose from
More heat/drought tolerant
Produce leaner carcasses
Produce more milk

Produce more valuable fibers
Sell for higher price per pound

Harder to contain (“escape artists”)

More hoof trimming

More prone to health issues
More susceptible to parasites
Mostly horned

Offensive odor of bucks
Slower weight gain

Will kill trees

Different dietary preferences

Complementary grazing
Similar ethnic markets for meat
Same fencing needs

(i.e., predator-proof)

Similar facility needs

Similar management

Similar marketing

Similar nutrition

Similar reproduction

Different behaviors

Different mineral needs,
specifically copper

Need to separate for breeding

Some of these are generalities, as there are considerable differences among breeds and management practices.

By Susan Schoenian, Sheep & Goat Specialist Emeritus, University of Maryland Extension. ©2025




	Slide 1

